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A reminder that we (and the Scottish Government) consider that a section 47 certificate for 
medical treatment does NOT give the authority to convey the adult to hospital.   

If transfer to hospital appears necessary for an adult who lacks capacity to decide on care 
and refuses admission, common law, emergency detention, or a warrant for removal could 
be used depending on the circumstances.  See the Commission’s Right to Treat guidance for 
more on this. 

This information was first published in 2013. It was reviewed in July 2020 and remains 
current. Minor changes include updated links and small changes to improve readability. 

   

  

https://www.mwcscot.org.uk/sites/default/files/2019-06/Right%20to%20Treat.pdf
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